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Introduction

Reporting Period

This report contains statistics of taxable sales and taxable purchases made during calendar year 
2016.  The taxable sales and taxable purchases are provided by businesses to the Office of State Tax 
Commissioner on quarterly or monthly returns.

This report is used primarily as a summary of the economic activity that occurs throughout the 
regions of the state.   In recognition that the primary focus of this report is as an economic indicator, 
not as a summary of state tax revenues, sales tax collections are no longer contained in this report.   
Collections statistics are available from the Office of Management and Budget or the Office of Tax 
Commissioner.

Comparisons

Taxable sales and taxable sales plus purchases reported for the current year are compared with those 
reported for the prior year by county on Table 2 and by city on Table 4.  (For an explanation of 
taxable sales, taxable purchases, or tax base, see the Definition of Terms section of this report.)

Some data cannot be attributed to the county or city in which the sale or purchase was made, such as 
data from consolidated and out-of-state returns.  This data is excluded from any particular county or 
city in the first four tables and is reported at the end of Tables 1 through 4.

All taxable sales and taxable purchases reported for the current year are compared to the prior year 
in Table 5.  This table compares activity by industry in North Dakota using the 2012 North American 
Industrial Classification System (NAICS).  Some industries are characterized by a higher than normal 
amount of taxable purchases or by an unusually large number of out-of-state returns.  Therefore, by 
including all returns and all taxable sales and taxable purchases, the comparisons in Table 5 more 
likely capture sales activity within a particular industry.

Cautionary Note: Caution is urged in drawing conclusions from comparisons made of individual 
county and city totals shown in this report.  Statistics in this report are not necessarily a completely 
accurate measure of any particular level of economic activity in the state or in any county or city for 
any specific year.  For example, businesses that deal only in exempt sales or services do not file sales 
tax returns and, therefore, their sales are not included in this report.  A complete economic analysis 
should include other economic factors that are indicators of business activity, in addition to the 
statistics reported here.
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Definition of Terms

Taxable Sales.  Taxable sales are gross sales less nontaxable sales.  Businesses must remit sales tax 
on taxable sales.  For a historical account of major sales tax exemptions, see Summary of Changes in 
Sales and Use Tax Rates and Tax Base on page 3 of this report.

Taxable Purchases.  Taxable purchases are taxable goods purchased by businesses for their own use 
on which they did not pay sales tax to suppliers.  Also included are purchases of goods by businesses 
to be installed into real property by contractors who did not pay sales tax to suppliers.  Businesses 
and contractors must pay use tax on these goods.  Businesses and individuals purchasing items over 
the Internet on which sales tax is not charged are obligated to report “taxable purchases” and remit 
the appropriate use tax.

Motor Vehicle Excise Tax.  The state of North Dakota does not impose a sales tax on the sales of 
new or used automobiles/trucks.  Instead, sales of automobiles and trucks are subject to the Motor 
Vehicle Excise tax, which is functionally similar to the sales tax (the tax rates are the same under 
current law).  Because the Motor Vehicle Excise tax is a separate and distinct tax and not part of the 
sales and use tax, the statistics in this report do not include any data on automobile sales.

Tax Base.  For the sales and use tax, the tax base is the sum of taxable sales and taxable purchases.

Consolidated.  Taxable sales and taxable purchases from a limited number of permit holders are not 
accurately attributable to a city or county and are reported in a consolidated statewide line item at the 
end of Tables 1, 2, 3, and 4.  The consolidated data is excluded from any particular city or county in 
the first four tables in order to avoid over reporting from some cities and counties and under reporting 
for others.  The consolidated data is included in the industry comparisons in Table 5.

The consolidated data includes certain permit holders who have more than one permanent location 
or sales agent in North Dakota, but file a combined return.  This primarily includes companies 
utilizing home based, direct sales people.  In addition, some industries are, by nature, not attributable 
to cities or counties because their sales cover large geographical areas.  Therefore, the following 
North American Industrial Classification System Codes (NAICS codes) have been included in the 
consolidated statewide line item:

 NAICS Codes Business Activity
 2121 Coal mining
 2211 Electrical Power Generation, Transmission & Dist.
 2212 Natural Gas Distribution
 486 Pipeline Transportation
 517 Telecommunications

Out-of-State.  Taxable sales, taxable purchases and tax collections from permit holders who do 
not have a permanent location or sales agent in North Dakota are reported in a single line item at 
the bottom of Tables 1, 2, 3, and 4.  This data is not accurately attributable to any particular city or 
county and it is omitted from all individual city and county figures.  However, out-of-state data is 
included in the industry comparisons in Table 5.
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Summary of Changes in Sales and Use Tax Rates and Tax Base

The following changes in the sales and use tax rates and tax bases must be taken into account when 
comparing 2007 statistics with previous years.  Changes are shown by effective dates.

May 1, 1935.  The first general sales tax in North Dakota was enacted at a rate of 2%.  The base 
generally consisted of all sales to consumers of personal property; sales or service of gas, steam, 
electricity, water and communication; sales of tickets to places of amusement; and subscription sales 
of magazines.

May 14, 1939.  A 2% general use tax was enacted.  The base was limited to tangible personal 
property.

July 1, 1963.  The Legislature increased the sales and use tax rate from 2% to 2.25% and broadened 
the base to include services rendered in the repair, alteration, restoration and cleaning of tangible 
personal property; hotel, motel and tourist court accommodations; amusements involving 
participation; and leasing or renting of tangible personal property.  Also a 3% excise tax was placed 
on the wholesale price to retail liquor dealers on non-alcoholic commodities suitable for use in mixed 
drinks.  This excise tax was terminated in June 30, 1967.

July 1, 1965.  In 1965, the sales tax law was referred to a vote of the people and disapproved.  
Consequently, from July 1, 1965 to April 1, 1967, use tax was collected in place of the disapproved 
sales tax.  The tax base was substantially the same as the sales tax base prior to July 1, 1963, except 
communication services (telephone and telegraph) were not subject to the use tax.

April 1, 1967.  New sales and use tax laws were enacted imposing a 3% tax on the same sales 
transactions that were taxable from July 1, 1963 to July 1, 1965, except services rendered in the 
repair, alteration, restoration and cleaning of tangible personal property were not included in the new 
base.  In addition, the legislature enacted a separate 3% motor vehicle excise tax in lieu of a sales or 
use tax.

July 1, 1969.  The tax base was broadened to include tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, 
oleomargarine, and certain sales through coin-operated vending machines.

January 1, 1970.  The sales and use tax rate increased from 3% to 4% in accordance with the 
legislation passed by the 1969 legislative session.

July 1, 1971.  Exemptions from the sales and use tax were made for milk and milk products, meat, 
fish, and poultry.

July 1, 1973.  Sales of all food and food products for human consumption off the premises where 
purchased became exempt.  This exemption extended primarily to groceries and did not exempt 
prepared foods served or sold by restaurants or cafes.

July 1, 1975.  Additional exemptions again reduced the tax base.  Exemptions included sales of 
artificial devices for handicapped persons, coal, sales to nursing homes and intermediate care 
facilities, and sales of certain religious books to non-profit religious organizations.
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January 1, 1977.  In the November 1976 General Election, North Dakota voters approved an 
initiated measure that reduced the sales and use tax rate and the motor vehicle excise tax rate from 
4% to 3%, reduced the rate on farm machinery and irrigation equipment from 4% to 2%, and 
eliminated the tax on electricity.

July 1, 1977.  Sales to nursing homes were exempted from the sales and use tax.

July 1, 1979.  The tax base was further reduced by additional exemptions created by the Legislature.  
Exemptions were added for sales to hospitals and for ostomy devices and supplies.  The exemption 
for devices to aid the handicapped was expanded.

July 1, 1981.  The tax base was reduced again.  The Legislature eliminated the sales and use tax on 
water, used mobile homes, and magazine and periodical subscriptions.  The tax rate on new mobile 
homes was reduced from 3% to 2%.

April 1, 1983.  The general sales and use tax rate was increased from 3% to 4%.  The rate for farm 
machinery and irrigation equipment, and new mobile homes was increased from 2% to 3%.  The rate 
for alcoholic beverages was increased from 3% to 5%.

July 1, 1983.  The requirements for remittance of sales and use tax were changed from a quarterly 
basis to a monthly basis for businesses with taxable sales greater than $333,000 in the preceding 
calendar year.  Retailers who file on a monthly basis were granted a limited deduction for 
administrative expenses incurred in collecting the sales and use tax.

July 1, 1985.  Exemptions for sales of candy, carbonated beverages and chewing gum were repealed 
and sales of these items became subject to the 4% sales tax.

January 1, 1987.  Tax rates were increased during the 1986 Special Legislative Session.  The 
general sales and use tax rate was raised from 4% to 5%.  The rate on farm machinery repair parts 
was lowered from 4% to 3%, and the rate on alcoholic beverages was increased from 5% to 6%.  No 
change was made in the 3% rate for farm machinery, irrigation equipment, and new mobile homes.

July 1, 1987.  The 1987 Legislature increased the general sales and use tax rate from 5% to 5.5%.  
The rate on sales of farm machinery, irrigation equipment, farm machinery repair parts and new 
mobile homes was increased from 3% to 3.5% and the rate on sales of alcoholic beverages was raised 
from 6% to 6.5%.  Exemptions were created regarding flight simulators, annual church bazaars and 
adjuvants used with farm chemicals.

May 1, 1989.  The 1989 Legislature increased the general sales tax rate from 5.5% to 6%, the rate on 
sales of farm equipment, farm machinery repair parts, irrigation equipment and new mobile homes 
from 3.5% to 4% and the rate on sales of alcoholic beverages from 6.5% to 7%.  (See December 6, 
1989, below).
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July 1989.  The 1989 Legislature broadened the tax base to include the sale of bingo cards, coffee, 
tea, cocoa, bottled water sold in containers of less than one gallon, and the sales to state chartered 
credit unions.  The 1989 Legislature also reduced the rate for equipment used in actual manufacturing 
of products, (from testing to packaging) from 5.5% to 3%.  The manufacturing company, however, 
must receive approval for the reduced rate or pay the tax and apply for a refund.  The tax exemption 
for sales to residents of Montana and Canada was altered, exempting sales of $50 or more (Montana) 
and requiring the submission of requests for refunds (Canada).

December 6, 1989.  In a Special Election December 5, 1989, the state’s voters rejected two of the 
sales tax rate increases passed by the 1989 Legislature.  The rate increases were in effect from May 1, 
1989, through December 5, 1989.  On December 6, 1989, the rates were decreased as follows:
 • The general sales and use tax rate was decreased from 6% to 5%.
 • The tax rate on farm machinery, farm machinery repair parts and new mobile homes was 

decreased from 4% to 3%.

July 1, 1991.  The 1991 Legislature exempted manufacturing or processing machinery and 
equipment used by new or expanding manufacturers or agricultural producers from the 3% sales tax 
rate.  An exemption was created for production equipment in new, large lignite-burning power plants 
and for other tangible personal property used in construction of the power plant.

January 1, 1993.  The 1991 Legislature enacted a phase-in reduction for natural gas from 5% to 2%.  
The reduction was as follows: 4% effective January 1, 1993; 3% effective January 1, 1994; and 2% 
effective January 1, 1995.

1993 Session.  The exemption for manufacturing machinery and equipment was clarified and 
expanded to include recycling machinery and equipment.  Items purchased by political subdivisions 
of another state were made taxable if the other state taxes the items.

July 1994 Special Session.  Qualifications for the manufacturing machinery and equipment 
exemption were broadened to include any machinery and equipment used primarily in the 
manufacturing to the final transportation from the site.  The exemption was expanded to include 
research and development equipment.  A new exemption was created for materials used to construct 
an agricultural processing facility.

1995 Session.  The sale of recapping and retreading services for tires became subject to sales tax.  
The sunset on the exemption for recycling machinery and equipment was removed.

1997 Session.  Legislation was enacted enabling the Tax Commissioner to accept a sales tax return 
filed by electronic means and providing alternative signature methods.

1999 Session.  The tax rate on used farm machinery and repair parts was reduced from 3% to 1.5% 
effective May 1, 1999.
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2001 Session.  The 1.5% tax rate on used farm machinery and repair parts was extended through
June 30, 2002 and thereafter exempt from sales tax.  Car rentals became subject to the state’s 5% 
sales tax and to a special 3% sales tax surcharge.  Sales of computers and telecommunications 
equipment to a new primary sector business, or as a result of an economic expansion of an existing 
primary sector business, became exempt from sales tax.

2003 Session.  Legislation imposed a temporary additional 1% tax on hotel and motel room rental, to 
fund Lewis and Clark Celebration promotion.  The tax was scheduled to sunset on June 30, 2007.

2005 Session.  Legislation was enacted that adopted the national Streamlined Sales Tax Project 
definitions and policies.  The 2005 Assembly granted sales tax exemptions for purchases made by 
emergency medical service providers and sales to licensed assisted living facilities.  It also authorized 
the sale of alcoholic beverages on Thanksgiving Day.

2007 Session.  Legislation was enacted that reduced the sales tax rate on natural gas to 1% effective 
July 1, 2007, and repealed the sales tax on natural gas entirely effective July 1, 2009.  The 2007 
Assembly also removed the sales tax on Bingo cards and certain materials used to construct power 
plants that utilize “waste” heat.

2009 Session.  Legislation was enacted that created an exemption for repair parts used in irrigation 
systems.  The 2009 assembly also created an exemption for purchases of tangible personal property 
used to construct or expand telecommunication infrastructure in the state.

2011 Session.  Legislation was enacted that exempted from sales tax the gross receipts from coin-
operated amusement machines.  Sales of certain agrichemical cleaners and foam markers were 
also exempted from sales tax.  The 2011 Assembly exempted sales made by nonprofit social and 
recreation clubs.

2013 Session.  Legislation was enacted that enabled licensed retailers to sell fireworks from 
December 26 through January 1.  A small licensed winery was authorized to sell directly to a licensed 
retailer.  A sales tax exemption was expanded to include certain gas collection systems in an effort to  
reduce the flaring of natural gas during the process of oil production.

2015 Session.  Legislation was enacted that exempted from sales tax the materials used in the 
building of fertilizer plants and other chemical processing plants, new coal mines, and molds used in 
manufacturing processes.  Additional sales tax exemptions were authorized for sales to qualified data 
centers, and admissions to higher education events.

Visit our Website
Get all the latest news from the Office of State Tax Commissioner by visiting our website at
www.nd.gov/tax.  Press releases and statistical reports are available in our website News Center.  
Various other forms, publications and information can be found on our website as well.  Be sure to 
check it out.
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